in process of time, been reinterpreted, transformed, and readjusted. So also punishment was conceived as having been invented for the purpose of punishing. But all purposes, all uses, are but indications of the fact that some powerful will has become master over something inferior in will power, and has assigned to it the meaning of a function. Life is Will to Power, and not, as Spencer has it, " a continuous better adjustment of internal relations to external relations."
The value attributed to punishment is supposed to consist in the fact that it awakens in the guilty one the feeling of guilt, and here is sought the mental reaction known as the Bad Conscience, or the Prick of Conscience. But among criminals and convicts true remorse is very rare. On the whole, punishment hardens and renders people more insensible ; it concentrates, it increases the feeling of estrangement ; it strengthens the power of resistance. Punishment, it may be said, more than any other factor retards the development of the feeling of guilt. The Bad Conscience did not spring from this soil. For the longest period a guilty person was punished as the doer of damage or injury, and he experienced no other feeling of pain than that which any other catastrophe would have produced.
All that Punishment can really accomplish in the case of men and animals is an augmentation of fear, an intensification of prudence by the strengthening of memory, and a subjugation of the passions. Punishment tames mwn, but it does not make him better.
THIRD ESSAY.
WHAT DO ASCETIC IDEALS MEAN?
I. General Definition.
"What does the ascetic ideal mean? In the case of artists 1+. maflTiR naneht. or far too much; iuthe case of philosophers